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What is being done to integrate a searchable collection 
of EAD finding aids with a digital asset repository? 
What is in the works for future / better integration?



What is being done...
● CIDER at Tufts University

● Blacklight and archival metadata at University of Hull

● ArcLight at Stanford: https://wiki.duraspace.org/display/hydra/ArcLight

● Yale’s Kissinger Papers project

● U-M Bentley’s ArchivesSpace/Archivematica/DSpaceHydra integration: http:

//archival-integration.blogspot.com/ 

● ArchivesSpace Public Interface enhancement: https://archivesspace.atlassian.

net/wiki/display/ADC/Public+Interface+Enhancement+Project 

● Hydra Archivists Interest Group: https://wiki.duraspace.

org/display/hydra/Hydra+Archivists+Interest+Group 
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Archives at the University of Hull

• Hull History Centre
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Three sources of records

• University Archives

– EAD records in a CALM archives management system

• City Archives

– EAD records in a different CALM system

• Local Studies Library

– MARC records held in the City library catalogue

• Goal

– Create a single catalogue providing access to all
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Searching…

• The catalogue needed to be able to support a common initial search
– Users can then drill down to individual items, which may have 

different options
– Map fields between records where feasible

• Focus on date – key to archives
• Inclusion of all dates in range

• Key was structuring of solr index to accommodate needs

• Inspired by work at Rock’n’Roll Hall of Fame
– http://library.rockhall.com/home 
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Archives and archival items 

• It was important to enable access to archival items as well as 
archival collection finding aids
– Two points of access that link behind the scenes

• Addition of catalogue documents
– Separate PDF files: not in Hydra at this time as 

changeable
• Search also enabled within archive collections for more 

specific discovery
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Hull History Centre catalogue
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Looking ahead

• We want to add digital archive files to our Hydra institutional repository head

– Link to these from the archives catalogue (and vice versa?)

• Record of authority will remain CALM/City catalogue

– Hydra will be content store
– Objects will have metadata and will be accessible individually, through the 

University repository interface, but primary discovery route will remain as 
now

• Facilitates context

• Add EAD collection records to library catalogue Blacklight

– Better University awareness
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City of Culture 2017

• Hull will be hosting a year long cultural festival

• Two archives are being explored

– Organisational formal archive
– Participatory archive – crowd sourced material

• Both will generate digital archives

• Both will be added to overall archives catalogue

– Together they may also have their own discovery route, via Hydra, focused on 
repository metadata

• Recognition of different discovery purposes
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Thank you

c.awre@hull.ac.uk (Chris Awre)
s.wilson@hull.ac.uk (Simon Wilson – 
University Archivist)


