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“Metadata modelling is hard
… and time-consuming”

- Julie Allinson, Randall Floyd, and Ned Henry



Terminology 
differences
You say obligation, I say 
cardinality...



Do I really have to be the 33rd person to build 
it from scratch?

Sharing and reusing



Documentation

[add some images/screenshots of 
different documentation places]
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Developing a shared terminology
we both say:

minimum_occurence: "minimum number of values the property must have"
maximum_occurence: "maximum number of values the property may have"

Example from the working document http://bit.ly/M3Spreadsheet
Property Definition Example Expected 

Value
Additional 
Attributes

Potential Uses Priority

usage_guidelines description of 
how the defined 
property should 
be used (helper 
text, hints, 
deposit text, etc.)

Record in 
lastname, 
firstname 
order.

free text string language documentation (data 
entry audience), 
hints/helper text

yes

1

http://bit.ly/M3Spreadsheet


Standardized syntax 2

Examples https://github.com/samvera-labs/houndstooth/tree/M3-branch/examples

https://github.com/samvera-labs/houndstooth/tree/M3-branch/examples


Documentation generation 3



What’s Next?
● WG Update
● Contribute your own docs to help
● Give feedback on what does/doesn’t work!


